
The Homeland of Christianity
Jesus, believed by Christians to be the son of God, left his home as a

young man to follow religion. Like Sakyamuni, he resisted temptation and

came to understand his mission before travelling and preaching until his

death. 

Sites associated with his life became pilgrimage sites. These were

centred around Jerusalem and the Sea of Galilee, and included the sites

of Jesus’s crucifixion, preaching, burial, and resurrection. 

Jerusalem was in the Byzantine Empire, a continuation of the Roman Empire focused in the

eastern Mediterranean from the 4th century. After the Emperor Constantine I (r.306–337)

converted to Christianity, he had the Church of the Holy Sepulchre built 

on the presumed site of the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. Other

churches were built over the centuries to mark the lives and deaths of the

disciples and other Christian saints, some becoming part of the pilgrim

routes to Jerusalem. 
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Aerial view of the Mount of Olives

where, according to Christian

texts, Jesus ascended to heaven. 
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Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee (Lake Tiberias). 
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The tomb of Jesus in the Church

of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem.
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The Sacred Sites of Christianity 
and Buddhism
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After their deaths, significant places in the lives of Sakyamuni and Jesus—the historical founders of the

religions of Buddhism and Christianity—soon came to be revered by their followers. They believed that

visiting them would aid with their spiritual journey. The physical journey to these places also became

endowed with meaning and, over time, stopping points with their own spiritual power were established.

The pilgrims believed that physical hardships increased the efficacy of their spiritual journey, and

pilgrimages, for example, often involved sections travelled barefoot or in repeated prostrations.

Ivory casket showing events

from the life of Jesus. 
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